JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Preparing ][or the Journey” (James 1:1-4)

I. A DESCRIPTION OF THE AUTHOR (JAMES 1:1)
A. HIS NAME
1. There were two James. This was not James, the Son of Zebedee
(Mark 3:17; Matthew 4:21).
2. This was James, the half-brother of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 13:55, “Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary?
and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?”

3. James was a tremendous leader in the church of Jerusalem.

Galatians 2:9, “And when James, Ceplzas, anc/]olm, who seemed to be pi//ars,
perceivec] the grace that was given unto me, flzey gave to me and Barnabas the
rig})t hands of][e//owskip; that we should go unto the heathen, and t%ey unto the

. .. »
CIrcumcision.

4. James was mar’cyrecl in 62 A.D.

B. HIS CHARACTER
The word “servant” is from the Greek word cloulos meaning laoncl—servant or

slave. He was a servant—leader.

Plzi/ippians 2:7-8, “I But made Zzimse/fof no reputation, and took upon him the
form o][a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: $ And Zwing founa[ in
][as}lion as a man, he humbled lzimse/f, and became obedient unto Jeatlz, even the
death o]/ the cross.”

1. A true servant must not strive.

17 Timotl;y 2:24, “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gent/e

unto all men, apt to teacli, patient.”
2. A true servant serves God from the heart.

Epllesians 0:0, “Not with eyeservice, as menp/easers; but as the servants o/[
Christ, a]oing the will o][ God from the heart;”

3. A true servant is not motivated I)y pleasing Christ only.

Colossians 3:22-23, “* Servants, olvey in all tllings your masters according to

the ﬂeslz; not with eyeservice, as menp/easers; but in sing/eness offlwart, fearing

God: %° And whatsoever ye alo, do it liearti/y, as to the Loral, and not unto men;”

II. THE DESTINATION OF THE EPISTLE (JAMES 1:1)
A. IT WAS WRITTEN TO SAVED JEWS

The twelve tribes were those saved Jews who were living outside of Palestine.

B. IT WAS WRITTEN TO SUFFERING JEWS

IIL. THE DIRECTION OF THE MESSAGE
A. THE THEME OF COMFORT (JAMES 1:2-3)

Psalm 110:71, “It is gooc[for me that I have been aﬂ]icte(j; that I miglzt learn
tlzy statutes.”

B. THE THEME OF MATURITY (JAMES 1:4)

“Too many churches are p/aypens far babies instead af warlezaps for adults.” —
Paul C]zappe//

Psalm 119:105, “Great peace have tlzey which love tlzy Jaw: and notlzing shall
oﬁ[enc] them.”

Hebrews 0:1, “T%ere][ore /eaving the princip/es 0][ the doctrine 0][ Christ, let us go

on unto per][ection; not /aying again the founc]ation o][ repentance ][rom dead
works, and o][][aitlz toward God,”

4 Ways that you can get the most from this studv:
1. Examine Your Heart.

Luke 8:15, “But that on the gooa[ grozmrj are tlzey, which in an honest and gooc]
heart, Zzaving heard the word, éeep it, and Z)ring fortlz fruif with patience.”

2. Look Into the Mirror (James 1:22-25).
3. Obey the Word of God
4. Measure Your Growth l)y the Word of God



James, A Manual for the Christian Life
“Deve/oping God/y Character” (James 1:2-4; II Peter 1:3-0)

INTRODUCTION: There is a 7-fold progression in growing in grace and
the 12now1ec1ge of our Lord Jesus Christ. It laegins at the foundation of our
faith, but continues as we add t our faith virtue, or moral strength. Virtue is
belief that behaves. We are then to add know]eclge which is integrity that’s
informed. Then we to add temperance or self control, which is lznowleclge
that's restrained. But in our study of James, the virtue he I)egins his epistle
with is the fourth one on Peter’s progressive hst; patience. Patience comes

from the Greek word lzupomone meaning cheerful or hopeful endurance.

James 5:7, “Be patient tlzere][ore, brethren, unto the coming o][ the Lord. Behold,
the husbandman waiteth ][or the precious fruit o][ the earth, and hath /ong patience
][or it, until he receive the ear/y and latter rain.”

Romans 5:3, “. . . we g/ory in tribulations also: énowfng that tribulation worketh

. ”
patience;

I Corinthians 4:8-10, “¢ We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are
perp/exea[, but not in c]espair; 9 Persecuteal, but not forsaken; cast c/own, but not
alestroyeal; 1o A/ways Z)earing about in the ZJoa’y the a]ying o][ the Loralfesus, that the
/i][e also o][]esus miglzt be made manifest in our laocly. "

I. PATIENCE IS A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE (JAMES 1:2)

Hebrews 12:2, “Looéing unto Jesus the author amj][infsker o][our][aitlz; who ][or

the joy that was set Z)e][ore him endured the cross, Jespising the shame, and is set
down at the riglzf hand o][tlze throne o][ God.”

“The flzing that amazed the heathen in the centuries of the persecution of

Christians was that the martyrs did not die grim/y, tZzey died singing.”
— William Barc/ay

II. IT IS A MATTER OF PERSEVERANCE (JAMES 1:3)
A. SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE (HEBREWS 12:1)

B. DON'T GIVE UP (HEBREWS 12:1)

C. KEEP YOUR EYES ON JESUS (HEBREWS 12:3)

I Corinthians 15:58, mﬂzerefore, my beloved Z)retliren, be ye stec]fast,
unmoveable, a/ways almunaling in the work o][flze Lord, farasmuclz as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

IIL.IT'S A MATTER OF PERFECTING (JAMES 1:4)

]olv 23:10, “But he knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, [ shall
come ][ortlz as go/a’. i

“In times o][ trouble say, ‘First: He Zyrougln‘ me Zrere; itis Zyy His will I am in this
strait p/ace; in that I will rest. Next: He will /eeep me here in His love, and give
me grace in this trial to behave as His child. Then: He will make this trial a
lﬂ/essing, teaclzing me the lessons He intends me to learn, and woréing in me the

grace He means to bestow. Last: In His gooal time He can Z?ring me out again.””

— Anc]rew Murray

The next time you find yourself ina trial, remember that you are there . . .
1) ... l)y God’s appointment
2) ...in God’s lzeeping
3) ... under God’s training
4) ... by God’s time




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Accessing God's Wisdom” (James 1:5-8)

Proverbs 4:5-7, “° Get wisdom, get unalerstanding: forget it not;
neither decline from the words of my mouth. ° Forsake her not, and
she shall preserve thee: love her, and she shall leeep thee. ” Wisdom

is the principa/ tlzing; tlzerefore get wisdom: and with all tlty getting
get una[erstanc[ing. ”

1) God’s Word is the source of all wisdom.
2) Gocﬂy Counsel is a great source of wisdom.
3) Prayer is a great source of wisdom (James 1:5).

“Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise.
Many men know a great Jeal, and are all the greaterfoo/s for it.

There is no foo/ so great a foo/ as a knowing foo/. But to know how
to use lenow/edge is to have wisdom.” — Charles Spurgeon

—

THE AVAILABILITY OF WISDOM (JAMES 1:5)
A. WISDOM IS AVAILABLE TO ANY CHRISTIAN (PSALM
111:10)

B. WISDOM IS AVAILABE TO OBEDIENT CHRISTIANS
(PSALM 111:10)

C. WISDOM IS AVAILABLE FROM GOD (PROV. 2:1-6)

II. THE ACCESS TO WISDOM (JAMES 1:6)

Mark 11:24, “TZlerefore I say unto you, What tlzings soever ye
desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have
them.”

Proverbs 2:0-7, “° For the LORD givetlz wisdom: out oflzis mouth
cometh Lnow/edge and unolerstanuling. “ He /ayetlz up sound
wisdom for the riglzteous: he is a buckler to them that walk
upriglztly 7

“Faith is a little Zvoy who ties a rope swing onto a little sap/ing
branch. Then noticing that the seat of the swing rests on the
ground, he goes to get the water hose and Z)Qgins to water the

sap/ing. 7 — unknown

III.THE ADVERSARY OF WISDOM (JAMES 1:6)

I Timotlfty 1:7, “For God hath not given us the spirit offear; but
of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

“Clzangeal:/eness is an evidence ofan unsubdued will and genera//y
too o][an inﬂataé/e ego which leads one to be occupied undu/y with
the importance oflzis aﬁ[airs. 7 H. A. Ironside

Exoalus 20:5, “... 1 the LORD tlzy God am a jea/ous Goal, 7




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Li][e ][rom a Spiritua/ Perspective” (James 1:0-12)

INTRODUCTION: Whenever we stucly a Book of the Bible, it is important
to understand that we are not loolzing at it from man’s perspective, but rather
we are stuclying from God’s perspective. As James is writing to the persecutecl
Christians of the first century, we can see God’s view of the situation. Now,
when we have similar situations in our own 1ives, we can read the Book of
James and understand our own trials from God’s perspective as well. I'm sure
many of the early church Christians were perplexed and confused about how
they could place their faith in Christ and now face such horrible persecution
and Jclley were trying to put the pieces of the puzzle Jcoge’cller. They were
affected sociaﬂy because of their faith. Many lost their jo])s because of their
faith. Many were cut off from their family because of their faith. Some of
their friends were murdered. I'm sure many of them just felt like failures
because Jchey were unable to provide for their families, they were social
outcasts. So it was important that these Christians who had the wrong
perspective on the matter were given God’s perspective.

I. GOD'S PERSPECTIVE ON WORTH (JAMES 1:9-10)
A. EVERY BELIEVER HAS GREAT VALUE TO GOD (1:9)

Eplzesians 2:5:0, “° Hven when we were dead in sins, hath quicéenec] us togetlzer
with Clzrist, (éy grace ye are saveal;) ¢ And hath raised us up togetlzer, and made
us sit togetizer in lleaven/y p/aces in Christ Jesus:”

Titus 3:4-7, “* But a][ter that the kindness and love o/[ God our Saviour toward
man appearec], * Not by works of riglzteousness which we have done, but
accorc/ing to his mercy he saved us, Z?y the wasZzing of regeneration, and renewing
of the Ho/y Glzost; ® Which he shed on us al)una’ant/y t}/roug}z Jesus Christ our

Saviour; * That Zveing justifiea] éy his grace, we should be made heirs according to
the hope of eternal life.”

B. EARTHLY WEALTH IS TEMPORAL IN NATURE (1:10-11)
I Timotlzy 0:17, “Cllarge them that are rich in this world, that tlley be not

lziglzminc]ec/, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the /iuing God, who givetlr us
ricll/y all tZzings to enjoy;”

II. GOD’S PERSPECTIVE ON WAITING (JAMES 1:12)
A. THE REMARKS TO THE FAITHFUL (1:12)

I Corinthians 4:2 “Moreover it is requirec! mn stewarcls, that a man be ][ozmc!
][aiflz][u/. i

B. THE REWARD FOR THE FAITHFUL (1:12)

I Corinthians 3:14, “]][any man's work abide which he hath built tllereupon, he

slza// receive a 7‘21/0(11‘4. "

“NO pain, no La/m NO tlIOW’l, no tlzrone. NO gore, no g/O)‘y. NO Cross no crown. 7

— William Penn

C. THE REASON FOR OUR FAITHFULNESS (1:12)




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Una[erstana[ing and Defeating Temptation” (James 1:13-1 0)

INTRODUCTION: All of the fiery trials that we face are Father-filtered. There’s
not a trial that comes in my life that God caught God ]oy surprise. Every trial in the
life of Jol) first had to go througl'l God’s test for approval. All trials are Father-
filtered, but God never tempts his children with sin (James 1:13). So when we stu(ly
the word tempt we are sl’li{ll:ing gears from our study of trials. The word tempt means
a solicitation to do evil. God may try us with hardships, but he will never solicit us to
do evil. However, it is important to understand that with every trial comes
temptations and while we should embrace the trial, we should fear the temptation.

. TEMPTATION'S DESIRE: THE EMOTIONS (JAMES 1:14)

1. Temptation is common in the Christian life.

I Corinthians 10:13, “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faitlzfu/, who will not su]%r you to be temptec] above that ye are able; but
will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.”

2. Where does temptation’s desire start? In the heart.

Matthew 15:10, “For out of the heart proceea] evil t/wuglzts, muralers, ac]u/teries,

][ornications, tlzefts, ][a/se witness, Zy/asplzemies: ”

II. TEMPTATION’S DECEPTION: THE MIND (JAMES 1:14)

The Laodicean church had all the programs, money and entertainment you could
imagine, yet God said that tlley are a Wretclled, misera})le, poor and blind church.

Revelation 3:14-1 7, “M Apd unto the angc/ oj[tlzc church oj/ the Laodiceans write; These
t]1ings saith the Amen, the ][aiflz][u/ and true witness, the Zreginning o][the creation af God; ° 1
Lnow t/7y works, that tlflou art neit]acr co/a’ nor Zfzot: 1 wou/al tlfmu wert ca/az or ]wt. 10 So tlfzen
because thou art /u]eewarm, and neither cold nor lzot, I will spue thee out o][my mouth. 17
Because thou sayest, [ am rich, and increased with gooc]s, and have need a][natlzing; and
knowest not that thou art wretcﬂzet], and miscral)/c, and poor, and Zv/inaz, and naked:”

III. TEMPTATION’S DISOBEDIENCE: THE WILL (JAMES 1:15)

“You cannot Leep birds ][rom ﬂying overlzead, but you can keep them ][rom nesting on your
head.” — Martin Luther

I Corinthians Q:27, “But []eeep under my ]aac]y, and Z?ring it into su[)jection. S

Plzi/ippians 2:13, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do o][lzis goac]

”
p/easure.

IV. TEMPTATION’S DEATH: THE RESULT (JAMES 1:15)

[]olm 1:0, “]][ we say that we have ][e//owslzip with him, and walk in darkness, we le, and
do not the truth:”

(TIL) Adam and Eve

Genesis 2:17, “But a][ the tree o][ the /enow/edge ofgooal and evi/, thou shalt not eat o][ it:
][or in the alay that thou eatest tlzereo][tlmu shalt sure/y die.”

1. Temptation's Desire: Eve first saw the fruit and desired it. Satan told her
that if she ate of it, she would become a god (modern Mormon l)elief). Eve
saw that the tree was good for food and desired it.

2. Temptation’s Deception: Eve believed the devil’s lies. She believed that
God was lzeeping something goocl from her.

3. Temptation’s Disobedience: She took of the fruit and shared it with her
husband, and we know now that the disobedience led to death.

Romans 5:12, “leerefore, as Z?y one man sin entered into the wor/a], and death Z)y sin;
and so death passea] upon all men, ][or that all have sinned:”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Living on the Winning Side” (James 1:13-17)

INTRODUCTION: In the last clays of Dr. Curtis Hutson, he preached a great
message entitled “Things that are Different are not the Same.” He Legan this
message })y singing the song, “I'm on the Winning Side.” I'm glacl that we are on
the winning sicle, aren’t you? But even ’chough we who are born again are on the
winning sicle, we don’t always live everyday as if we are on the Winning Side. James
was trying to help these first century Christians to live on the winning side in spite of

the trials and persecutions they faced.
I. REALIZE THE PRICE OF SIN (JAMES 1:14-15)

A. DESIRE IS WHERE SIN BEGINS (JAMES 1:14)
B. DESIRE LEADS TO DECEPTION (JAMES 1:14)

Eplzesians 0:14, “Stand tlzercfore, lzaving your Joins girt about with truth, and Zzaving on
the l?reastp/ate 0][ riglzteousness; "

C. DECEPTION LEADS TO DISOBEDIENCE (JAMES 1:15)

1. Desire is the Leginning of the thought process. Deception is when you
believe the lies of the Devil. And disobedience is when you act upon the
deception.

2. Disobedience is an act of our own will.

D. DISOBEDIENCE LEADS TO DEATH (JAMES 1:15)

1. If we are to live in the winning side, we must understand that that little
’chought is not a little ’chought.

2. Sin always ]Jrings about the process of decay.

3. There are some people who sin to the point that their conscience ]oegins
to die.

4. When faced with temptation, we need to get our eyes off of the bait and
onto the consequences.

1. RECEIVE THE PROMISES OF GOD’S GIFTS (JAMES 1:17)
A. THE QUALITY OF HIS GIFTS (JAMES 1:17-A)
1. What kind of gi{;ts does God give? Good and perfect gi{;ts

Dueteronomy 0:10-12, “I° And it shall be, when the LORD tliy God shall have [Jrouglit
thee into the land which he sware unto tlzy ][atlzers, to Alaralzam, to Isaac, and to /acol:, to
give thee great and gooa]/y cities, which thou buildedst not, "' And houses ][u// o][a// gooa’
t/qings, which thou ][i//ea]st not, and wells Jiggecj, which thou c]iggec]st not, Uineyara]s and
olive trees, which thou p/antea]st not; when thou shalt have eaten and be ][u//, 12 M
beware lest thou forget the LORD, which [Jrouglit thee ][ortlz out o]f the land ongypt, fmm
the house of[yona]aga "

2. Sometimes we need to ’cl’linlz })aclz to tlla’c day wl'len we got saved an(l

consider where we would be if we had not been gotten saved.

Luke 11:13, “[][ye tlren, ZJeing evi/, know how to give gooa] gi][ts unto your children: how
much more shall your Zzeauen/y Father give the Ho/z/ Spirit to them that ask him?”

]olm 10:28, “And [ give unto them eternal /i][e,' and tlzey shall never perislz, neither shall
any man p/ucé them out a][my hand.”

B. THE AVAILABILITY OF HIS GIFTS (JAMES 1:17-B)
The phrase “cometh down” gives the implica’cion of a constant availa]oili’cy. We
might use the phrase “Raining Down”.
C. THE GUARANTEE OF HIS GIFTS (JAMES 1:17)
1. “The Father of 1ig1'1ts" is a reminder that this is the God who spolze the
sun and stars into existence.
2. The last phrase of this verse illustrates the fact that the stars and planets
rotate and sometimes they eclipse cach other.

3. God is immutable. This means that God is unchanging.
“God’s gi][ts are a/ways better than Satan’s bargains. ”_ Dr. Paul Clzappe//

Proverbs 10:22, “The ZJ/essing o][ the LORD, it maketh riclz, and he addeth no sorrow
with it.”

Psalm 27:14, “Wait on the LORD: be ofgooai courage, and he shall strengtlzcn thine
heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“ﬂle New Man ana[ tlle WOT(J 0][ GOJ” (]ames 118-22)

INTRODUCTION: One of the lzey differences between the evolutionist and the
creationist is that the creationist believes that man was created with a soul. They
believe that man is essen’ciaﬂy no different than any other animal, but we believe that
the fact that we were created with a soul and that we were the only animal made in
God’s image prove that we are on a far higher level than the other animals. Now as
Lorn—again Lelievers, we not only have a soul, but we have a redeemed soul. This is
what James is taﬂaing about in verse 18. God loves the whole worlcl, saved and
unsave(l, but this verse says that His children are the firstfruits of His creatures.
How did we gel to this position ofl)einq a first{ruit?

1) Weare Lorn—again ]Jy the Will of God (James 1:18).

2) We are ]oorn—again l)y the Word of God (James 1:18; I Peter 1:23).

3) We are also ]Jorn-again L)y the Spirit of God.

folm 3:@, “That which is born o][ the ]Z]eslz 1s ﬂeslz; and that which is born o][ the Spirit 1s

spirit.

I Corinthians 2:14, “But the natural man receiveth not the tlzings of the Spirit 0][ God:
][or tlzey are foa/islmess unto him: neither can he know them, because tlzey are spiritua//y

discerned.”

I. THE NEW MAN MUST HEAR THE WORD OF GOD (JAMES 1:19)
A. SWIFT TO HEAR (JAMES 1:19, 21)

I Peter 2:1-2, “ leerefore /aying aside all malice, and a//gui/e, and lzypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow tlzerelay: "

Luke 8:18, “Take heed therefore how ye hear: ][or whosoever lzatlz, to him shall be given;
and whosoever hath not, ][rom him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have.”

B. SLOW TO SPEAK (JAMES 1:19)

Proverbs 10:10, “In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refrainetlz
his /ips is wise.”

“The reason a dog has so many frienals is because it wags its tail and not its tongue.”

— Paul Clzappe//

“A lie will travel around the world twice while the truth is still putting on its boots.”
- will Rogers

“Peop/e will believe anytlling you wllisper. " — Dr. Curtis Hutson

C. SLOW TO WRATH (JAMES 1:19)

Hebrews 12:15, “Loo]eing di/igent/y lest any man fai/ 0][ the grace o][ God; lest any root 0][
bitterness springing up trouble you, and tlzerelyy many be (je][i/ea]; "

Proverbs 14:20, “He that is slow to wrath is ofgreat unc]erstanclfng: but he that is lzasty
0][ spirit exalteth fo//y. "

II. THE NEW MAN MUST HIDE THE WORD OF GOD (JAMES 1:21)
Psalm 110:11, “T%y word have I hid in mine heart, that I miglzt not sin against thee.”

There are several types of listeners: The Simple Listener lets it go in one ear and
out the other. The Wise Listener tries to figure out how he can apply it to his life.
The Scornful Listener simply hates the instruction. The attitude we need to have
every time we open God’s Word and every time we come to church is “I need what I

am going to hear toa[ay."
A. LAY ASIDE ALL FILTHINESS (JAMES 1:21)

“Sin will Leep us ][rom the Bible and the Bible will Leep us ][rom sin.”
B. RECEIVE WITH MEEKNESS THE ENGRAFTED WORD (1:21)

III. THE NEW MAN MUST HEED THE WORD OF GOD (JAMES 1:22)

Romans 8:9, “But ye are not in the ﬂeslx, but in the Spirit, 1')[30 be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now ffany man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none oflzis. "

]olm 16:13, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit 0][ truth, is come, he wi//guia]e you into all

truth: for he shall not speak oflzimse/f; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he spea]e:
and he will shew you tlzings to come.”

]olm 17:17, “Sancti][y them tlzrouglz tlzy truth: tlzy word is truth.”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“The Word o][ Goc[, Our Spiritua/ Mirror” Oames 1:22-25)

INTRODUCTION: Many of our proiJiems in America Jcoday can be

traced back to our reiationsiiip with the Word of God. The further
away we move from God’s Word in this country the more that

corruption and crime and sin is going to abound. Most Christians
would say that tiiey believe the Bible and believe in God, yet the fact of
the matter is that many peopie who call themselves Christians are
approaching the Bible recreationaiiy. Let’s look at some tiiougiits from
the Book of James about our relationship with God’s Word.
I. THE DEMAND (JAMES 1:22)
A. BE YE DOERS
1. This word “doer” is from the Greek word “poietes” meaning
a periormer or and actor.

2. God is saying that He wants His Word to be our script.

B. AND NOT HEARERS ONLY

“TQI/ me anc] [7//][07981{'. S/dow me ana[ ]’// rememljer. ]nvo/ve me anc[ [)//

una/erstana]. - ZH’[LHOLUVZ

II. THE DANGER (JAMES 1:23-24)

III.THE DESIGN
A. LOOK INTO THE BIBLE (JAMES 1:25)

1. The Word “looketh” is the Greek word “parakupto" which

means to stoop down and gaze upon.

Psalm 130:23-24, “23 Search me, O Goa7, and know my heart: try me,
and know my tlzouglzts: 2! And see i][tlzere be any wicked way in me, and

lead me in the way euer/asting. 7

2. Asyou are searci'iing the Word of God, the Word of God is

searciiing you.

3. Notice the phrase in James 1:25, “the periect law of
iii)er’cy". Now that seems contraciictory to some. Some
peopie are all law and no iii)erty while others are all iii)erty

anci no iaw.

]olzn 1:14, “And the Word was made ﬂes}r, and dwelt among us, (ana] we
beheld his g/ory, the g/ory as o][ the on/y Legotten 0][ the Fatlzer,) fu// o][

grace ana’ trutlz. 7

4. True iiioerty is found in o]oeying God’s law.

]olm 8:32, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
ree.” (Trutil = Law / Free = Lii)erty)

B. DON'T QUIT ON THE BIBLE (JAMES 1:25)

C. REMEMBER WHAT GOD REVEALS (JAMES 1:25)




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“The Buidences o][a Pure Re/igion " (James 1:20-27)

INTRODUCTION: The word “reiigion" is defined as an outward practice or
service to a goti. Now with that ’ciiougiit in min(i, we can appiy the term re/igious to
any’ciiing that consumes our time and money. Some Catholics go to mass every (iay
and iigiit and candle and say prayers from the prayer book and you could say tiiey are
religious peopie. Some Mormons and ]eiiovaii’s Witnesses go out sprea(iing their
reiigion every (iay and you could say tiiey are reiigious. Many Muslims pray several
times a (iay a.ccor(iing to a prayer schedule. You could say tiiey are reiigious peopie.
But thank God that Christianity isnota reiigion; itisa reiationsiiip with the person
of Jesus Christ. Itisa dangerous tiiing to become very reiigious in our outward
actions and yet not iiaving a personai reiationsiiip with the Lord. We are to do the
will of God from the heart. James is simpiy siiowing us that there is a difference

between the world’s idea of reiigion and true, pure, undefiled reiigion.

2 EVIDENCES OF PURE RELIGION AS DEFINED BY GOD:

I. PURE RELIGION IS EVIDENCED IN OUR SPEECH (JAMES 1:26)

Matthew 12:34, “O generation 0_7[ vipers, how can ye, Zaeing evil, speale goocJ
tlu'ngs? for out 07[ tlw al)unalance 07[ tlw /1eart t[w moutln spealeetlr. 7

God’s Word tells us that the way someone speaizs isa gooci indication of what's going
on in their heart (James 1:19; 2:12; 3:1-6). Either your tongue can be used to i)ring
peace or it can be used to cause great destruction (3:13-18; 1:26).

A. WE MUST HAVE A CONSISTENT SPEECH (JAMES 1:26)

I]olzn 3:18, “My little cln'/a’ren, let us not love in worc], neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth.”

B. WE MUST HAVE A CONTROLLED SPEECH (JAMES 1:26)
C. WE MUST HAVE A CONCERNED SPEECH

II. PURE RELIGION IS EVIDENCED IN OUR SERVICE (JAMES 1:27)
A. BENEVOLENCE (JAMES 1:27)

Isaiah 1:17, “Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatlxer/ess, p/eac]for the widow.”

B. SEPARATION (JAMES 1:27)

SERMON NOTES:




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Your Be/ie][s Determine Your Behavior” (James 2:1-13)
I. WHAT DO WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE PERSON OF JESUS

CHRIST? (JAMES 2:1)
A. HE IS THE LORD OF GLORY. (JAMES 2:1)

B. HE IS NOT A RESPECTER OF PERSONS. (JAMES 2:1)

11 Peter 3:0, “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is /ongsuﬁ[ering to us-ward, not wi//ing that any should perr’slz, but that all
should come to repentance.”

Isaiah 53:3, “He is Jespised and rejectca’ ofmcn; a man o][sorrows, and acquainteal with

grief? and we hid as it were our][aces ][rom him; he was c[espisec!, and we esteemed him not.”

II. WHAT DO WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE GRACE OF GOD? (2:5-7)
A. THE REMINDER (JAMES 2:5)

I Corinthians 1:20-27, “*° For ye see your ca//ing, brethren, how that not many wise men

after the ﬂeslz, not many miglzty, not many noble, are called: °* But God hath chosen the

foo/islz things 0][ the world to con][ouna] the wise; and God hath chosen the weak tlzings o][
the world to confounc] the tlzings which are miglzty; "

B. THE REPRIMAND (JAMES 2:6-7)

III. WHAT DO WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD? (2:8-11)
“Every Bil)/e SllOM/Cll Z?G LOM?I(I’ n SZZOG /eatlzer. 7 Clzar/es Spurgeon

IV. WHAT DO WE BELIEVE ABOUT THE RETURN OF CHRIST?
(JAMES 2:12-13)

Romans 8:1, “There is flzerefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,

who walk not aﬁ‘cr the f]eslz, but aﬁ‘cr the Spirit.”

]olm 5:24, “Veri/y, veri/y, [ say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him

that sent me, hath ever/asting /i][e, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passeal

][rom death unto /ife. "

11 Corinthians 5:0-10, “9 leere][ore we /almur, tlzat, whether present or aksent, we may
be accepteal o][lzim. 19 For we must all appear ij[ore the jua]gment seat of Clzrist; that
every one may receive the tlzfngs done in his laoc]y, accorc]ing to that he hath done, whether

it be gooc] or bad.”
A. OUR WORDS WILL BE JUDGED. (JAMES 2:12)

Matthew 12:36, “But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, flzey
sha//give account tlzereo][ in the c]ay ofjudgment. i

B. OUR DEEDS WILL BE JUDGED (JAMES 2:12)

Colossians 3:23-25, “%3 And whatsoever ye alo, do it lzearti/y/ as to the Loraz/ and not
unto men; ** Knowing that o][ the Lord ye shall receive the reward o][ the inheritance: ][or ye
serve the Lord Christ. *° But he that doeth wrong shall receive ][or the wrong which he hath

. ”
done: and there is no respect o][persons.

C. OURATTITUDES WILL BE JUDGED (JAMES 2:13)
Psalm 110:45, “And T will walk at /ilaerty: ][or 1 seek tlzy precepts. ”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“An Examination o][Faitlz " (James 2:14-20)

INTRODUCTION: The second chapter of the Book of James speales a great deal
about the su]jject of faith. In verse one of this chapter we find faith is introduced as a
theme in regarcls to brotherly love in the church. God is concerned that our
expression of faith is consistent with His character. God is no respecter of persons,
and he desires that His church expresses that attribute as well. Now starting in verse
14 we see that faith is spoleen of not merely as the way to be saved, but also in regards
to the quality of faith that we live out in our lives. The relationship we have with
Christ, l)y faith, must be evidenced to a lost and dying world.

1) We are saved })y faith (Ephesians 2:8-9)

2) We are to walk l)y faith (I1 Corinthians 5:7)

3) We please God ]oy faith (Hel)rews 11:6)
I. DEAD FAITH (JAMES 2:14-17)

A. DEAD FAITH SUBSTITUTES WORDS FOR DEEDS (JAMES

2:15-16)

Galatians 0:10, “As we have tlzerefore opportunity, let us do gooa[ unto all men,
especially unto them who are 0][ the household offaitlr. 7

B. THE DEVILS TREMBLE AT GOD (JAMES 2:19)

“First you receive /1'][9 and then you reveal that /1fe. ” — Paul Clmppe”

B. DEAD FAITH SUBSTITUTES KNOWLEDGE FOR BELIEF
(JAMES 2:17)

II. DEMONIC FAITH (JAMES 2:18-20)
A. THE DEVILS BELIEVE IN GOD (JAMES 2:19)

I1I. DYNAMIC FAITH (JAMES 2:21-26)
A. DYNAMIC FAITH ALWAYS BEGINS WITH THE WORD OF
GOD (JAMES 2:21-23)

B. DYNAMIC FAITH INVOLVES THE WHOLE MAN (JAMES 2:24)

I Thessalonians 1:3, “Rememl)ering without ceasing your work offaitlz, and
labour of love, and patience oflzope in our Lord]esus Christ, in the siglzt of God
and our Fatlzer; 7

C. DYNAMIC FAITH INVOLVES ACTION (JAMES 2:25-26)




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Fire Danger: H]GH” (]ames 31-0)

INTRODUCTION: By a ranger’s station you will often find a sign that says, “Fire
Danger” and it will give a level of danger. If conditions are dry and hot, the sign
migh’c say, “Fire Danger: High”. Many Christians should have a “Fire Danger: High"
sign on their tongues. The fire danger of the tongue is on High alert whenever we are
not controlled })y the Holy Spirit. We are going to look in this s’cudy about the effects
of wrong speech and the effects of righ’c speech, speech that is to the use of edifying.
One thing that we need to see is that the tongue and the heart are connected.

Luke 0:45, “A gooc] man out of the gooa’ treasure of/qis heart Z?ringeth fortlz that which is

gooal,' and an evil man out of the evil treasure o][lzis heart Zn‘ingeflz fon‘lz that which is evil:
for 0][ the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketlz. ”

The ultimate battle of the spiritual life is to leeep a heart that is tender towards God,
to lzeep a heart that is pure in it’s ’chough’cs, and to leeep a heart that is honoring to
the Lord Jesus Christ because in so doing, the battle with the tongue will be won
(James 1:26). The two major themes of the Book of James are Faith and Wisdom.

And we need God’s wisdom if we are going to control our tongue.

I. THE POLICY FOR TEACHING (JAMES 3:1)

Eplzesians 4:11-12, “" And he gave some, aposf/es; and some, proplzets; and some,

evangc/ists; and some, pastors and teaclzers; 12 For the per][ecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the ealtfying of the Loa]y 0][ Christ:”

I Corinthians 12:20-30, “20 Are all apost/cs? are all proplzets? are all teachers? are all

workers o][mirac/es? % Have all the gifts oflzea/ing? do all speak with tongues? do all
interpret?”

II. THE PROBLEM OF OUR TONGUE (JAMES 3:2)
A. EVERYONE OFFENDS AT TIMES (JAMES 3:2-A)

Psalm 110:165, “Great peace have tlzey which love L‘lzy law: and notlzing shall oﬁ[enc]
them.”

B. THE TONGUE IS AN INDICATOR OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY
(JAMES 3:2-B)

Luke 0:45, “A gooc] man out of the gooa’ treasure of/qis heart Z?ringeth fortlz that which is
gooal,' and an evil man out of the evil treasure o][lzis heart Zn‘ingeflz fon‘lz that which is evil:

for 0][ the abundance of the heart his mouth speaketlz. "

III. THE POWER OF THE TONGUE (JAMES 3:3-6)
A. THE BIT IN THE HORSES MOUTH (JAMES 3:3)

Psalm 30:1, “I saic!, 1 will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will
leeep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is Zve][ore me.”

Proverbs 20:4, “Answer not a foo/ accorc!ing to his ][o//y, lest thou also be like unto him.”

Proverbs 2@:20, “Where no wood is, there the ][ire goetZz out: so where there is no
talebearer, the stri][e ceaseth.”

B. THE SHIP WITH A VERY SMALL HELM (JAMES 3:4)

C. THE DANGEROUS FIRE (JAMES 3:5-6)

Proverbs 15:4, “A wholesome tongue is a tree of/ife o




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“’_Z_Zle POLU@T O][ Speeclz i Uames 37—13)

INTRODUCTION: We saw in our last study in verses 1-0 of this chapter that the
tongue, though a small member of the ]oody is a very power£u1 member of the ]oody.
Oftentimes the Bible refers to God's strength as the arm of God. We often measure
strength ]oy the arm. A good example of this is in arm wrestling. The winner is
considered the stronger of the two. But God is often seen doing the most power[;ul
things, not with his arm, but with his mouth. He spolze the worlds into existence.
When the guards came to arrest Jesus in the garclen of Gethsemane, he asked them
who it was they sought. They replied that ’c]aey sought Jesus of Nazarene.

]olm ]8:0, “As soon then as he had said unto tlzem, I am lze, tlrey went
Lackwara[, ana[fe// to the grouna[. 7

He didn’t attack them with his hands, but knocked them all down with the power of
his words. Now lilzewise, the Bible teaches that man has great power in the words
they spealz. We saw that the tongue was comparecl to the bits in a horse’s mouth. Tt
was then comparecl to the helm of a ship. And ﬁnaﬂy it was compared to a great fire.
So we see that the tongue that is out of control will harm an indivi(lual, a marriage,

ora family. It can harm the work place or even an entire church.

“It is better to remain silent and to be tlzouglzt afoo/ than to speale out and
remove all doubt.” — Abraham Lincoln

I. THE POWER OF OUR SPEECH (JAMES 3:7-8)
A. MAN CAN NOT TAME HIS TONGUE (JAMES 3:8)

Proverbs 21:23, “Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his sau/from

troul)/es‘ 7

B. GOD CAN TAME OUR TONGUES

Ephesians 4:29, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out ofyour mouth, but
that which is good to the use afea[ifying, that it may minister grace unto the

”
earers.

Matthew 10:20, “. . . With men this is impossil:/e; but with God all tlzings are
possible.”

II. THE PERPLEXITY OF OUR SPEECH (JAMES 3:9-12)

Psalm 109:14, “Let the words of my moutlz, and the meditation of my lleart, be
acce*ptak/e n tlry siglrt, O LORD, my strengtlz, and my redeemer.”

Colossians 2:7, “Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faitlz, as ye
have been tauglzt, al)ouna]ing therein with tlzanksgiving. 7

Psalm 1:1-4, “ Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the
ungoa’/y, nor standeth in the way ofsfnners, nor sitteth in the seat 0][ the
scorn)[u/. 2 But his ale/fglzt is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he
meditate a[ay and nfglzt. 3 And he shall be like a tree p/antea] Z)y the rivers 0][
water, that bringeth fortlz his fruit in his season; his /ea][a/sa shall not wither;

and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. * The ungoa’/y are not so: but are like the
clmﬁ[ which the wind driveth away.”

I1I. THE PROOF OF OUR SPEECH (JAMES 3:13)

Matthew 12:34, “O generation o][ vipers, how can ye, l)eing evil, speale good
ttn'ngs? for out of the abundance 0][ the heart the mouth spealeettz. 7




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“The Operation o][Heaven/y Wisdom” (James 3:13-18)

INTRODUCTION: The Book of James is a book of practical Christianity. Itisa
book that is written to describe a faith that works. Oftentimes Christians have
(iiiiicuity taieing their faith and rnaizing it work in their every(iay life. So the Book of
James is written so that we can get the mind of Christ and the wisdom of God at work
in our everyday life (James 1:5). James defines wisdom as your faith in action (James
3:13). We can define wisdom as the practicai appiication of iznowle(ige in our lives.
I. THE ORIGINS OF WISDOM (JAMES 3:15-17)
A. WISDOM FROM BELOW (JAMES 3:15)

1. Eartiliy — Measured ]oy numbers , wealth and health

2. Sensual — Measured by feelings and pleasure.

3. Devilish - Measured i)y the appearance of wickedness as iight

Isaiah 5:20, “Woe unto them that call evil gooa’, and good evi/,' that put darkness ][or
/iglzt, and /iglzt ][or darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

B. WISDOM FROM ABOVE (JAMES 3:17)

Plzi/ippians 3:20, “For our conversation (cuiture or citizenship) is in heaven; from

whence also we look ][or the Saviour, the Loralfesus Christ:”

Matthew O:JQ—ZO, “19 Lay not up ][or yourse/ves treasures upon ean‘lz, where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break t/arouglz and steal: *° But /ay up ][or yourse/ves
treasures in Zleaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not

break tlflrougli nor steal:

Proverbs 11:30, “The fruit o)[ the riglzteous is a tree o][/i)[e; and he that winneth souls is wise.”

II. THE OPERATION OF WISDOM
A. THE ATTRIBUTES OF WORLDLY WISDOM (JAMES 3:14)
1. Bitter Envy — Evil Jeaiousy or Hatred
2. Strife — The Causing of Division

Plzf/ippians 2:3, “Let notlzing be done tlzrougk strife or vaing/ory; but in lowliness ofminc]
let each esteem other better than themselves.”

3. Pride - Giorying in wori(iiy wisdom

4. Lying — Living a life that is in denial of God’s Word

B. THE ATTRIBUTES OF HEAVENLY WISDOM (JAMES 3:17)
1. Pure - Ci’iaste or Ciean
2. Peaceable

Matthew 5:0, “Blessed are the peacema]eers: ][or flzey shall be called the children 0][ God.”

3. Gentle — Sweet Reasonaiaieness

4. Easy to be Intreated - Not Deiensive
5. Full of Mercy

6. Full of Good Fruits

]olzrz 15:4-5, “* Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear ][ruit o][ ftse/][,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. ° I am the vine, ye are
the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same Z)ringetlz /ortlz much fruit: ][or

without me ye can do notlzing. ”

7. Without Par’ciaiity — Fairin Ju(igrnent
8. Without Hypocrisy — Truthful and Sincere

III. THE OUTCOME OF WISDOM (JAMES 3:16-18)
A. THE OUTCOME OF WORLDLY WISDOM (JAMES 3:16)
1. Confusion
2. Evil Works

B. THE OUTCOME OF HEAVENLY WISDOM (JAMES 3:18)
1. Peaceable Living
2. Right Reiationsiiips




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Victorious Prayer” (James 4:1-10)

INTRODUCTION: If there is anything that we need to learn in life it is how to
pray. The man who can pray can do any’ching because prayer can do anything God
can do and God can do anything. And our greatest need in these despera’ce times is
to link our lives with the omnipotent God who has called upon us to pray. Jesus says,
“Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be fu//, ” and James says, “ . . ye
have not, because ye ask not.” You don’t have a failure in your life, but what it is a
prayer failure. You don’t have a sin in your life, but what prayer could have prevented
that sin. You don’t have a genuine need in your life but what that need could have

been met through fervent, believing prayer. We need to learn how to pray.
I. THE PRESUMPTION OF UNOFFERED PRAYER (JAMES 4:1-2)

I Samuel 12:23, “. .. Goalforbia[ that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray
][or you. . .”

I Thessalonians 5:17, “Pray without ceasing.”

Luke 18:1, “And he spa]ee a paraé/e unto them to this end, that men ouglzf a/ways to
pray, and not to faint,‘ "

Mark 14:38, “Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit tru/y is ready,
but the ﬂeslz is weak.”

« . . . . . ”
Prayer Wl// maLe a man cease ][TOWZ sin, ana] smnm wi// entice a man to cease ][TOWZ prayer.

]Olll’l Bunyan

II. THE PROBLEM OF UNACCEPTABLE PRAYER (JAMES 4:3-4)

11 Corinthians 11:2, “For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused
J Y goaly j Y P
you to one lzusl)anaz, that 1 may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.”

Plzi/ippians 4:10, “But my God shall supp/y all your need accorc]ing to his riches in g/ory
Z)y Christ Jesus.”

III. THE PRINCIPLES OF UNDENIABLE PRAYER
A. SENSITIVITY TO THE SPIRIT (JAMES 4:5)

FExodus 20:3, 5, Thou shalt have no other goa’s Z)e][ore me . .. 2 Thou shalt not bow
down tlzyse/][ to tlzem, nor serve them: ][or I the LORD tlzy God am a jea/ous God...”

Colossians 1:18, “And he is the head 0][ the Z)oaly, the church: who is the Z)eginning, the
][irstljorn ][rom the dead; that in all tlzings he migln‘ have the preeminence.”

Romans 8:20, “Likewise the Spirit also lze/pet}z our inﬁrmities: ][or we know not what we
should pray ][or as we oug}zt: but the Spirit itse/][ maketh intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered.”

B. SUBMISSION TO THE FATHER (JAMES 4:6-7)

]]olm 5:14, “And this is the con][izjence that we have in him, that, i][we ask any tlzing
accorzjinq to his wi//, he heareth us:”

C. STANDING AGAINST THE DEVIL (JAMES 4:7)

I John 4:4, . . . greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
“The Devil will get you to read the Bible if it will keep you from praying.” — Adrian Rogers
D. SEPARATION FROM THE WORLD (JAMES 4:8)

]eremialz 20:13, “And ye shall seek me, amjfinal me, when ye shall search for me with all

your heart.”
Psalm OO:]S, “]][[ regarzj iniquity in my hcart, the Lord will not hear me:”

E. SERIOUNESS AND SOBERNESS IN OUR PURPOSE (JAMES 4:9;
5:16)

I Kings 20:5, “. . . Thus saith the LORD, the God ofDavic] tlzy fatlzer, I have heard
tlzy prayer, | have seen tlzy tears: behold, I will heal thee . . .”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
(‘HOLU to AP)UTOGCZZ GOC[” Oames 48-] O)

INTRODUCTION: We are going to study how we can approach God. How can we
approach the King of lzings and Lord of lords? Now if you've studied the scriptures
at aH, you know that any one of us can approach Christ at any time in our daily life
(James 4:8). While the passage we are looleing at in this s’cudy doesn’t have to do
with prayer, it does have to do with the attitude in which we are to approach God.

HOW are we to approach GOC].(2
I. APPROACH GOD WITH CLEANSED HANDS (JAMES 4:8)

II Corinthians 7:1, “Having tlzerefore these promises, alear/y beloved, let us

cleanse ourselves from a”ff/tlziness 0_7[ the ﬂeslr and spirit, perfecting holiness in
the fear of God.”

II. APPROACH GOD WITH A CONFESSED HEART (JAMES 4:8)
A. THE PURIFYING OF THE HEART

Psalm 139:23-24, “* Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and
kenow my l‘lzouglzts: 2 And sece 1'][ there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in

the way ever/asting. 7

B. THE PRAYER OF ADMISSION (I JOHN 1:9)
Psalm 00:18, “I][I regaral niquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:”

I Samuel 10:7, “ .. the LORD seeth not as man seetl;; for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”

I Corinthians 11:27-31, “** Wlwrefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink
this cup of the Lord, unworl‘lzi/y, shall be gui/ty of the l)ody and blood of the Lord.
% But let a man examine ln'mself; and so let him eat o][tlzat bread, and drink of
that cup. 2 For he that cateth and drinketh unwortlzf/y, eateth and drinketh
damnation to ln‘mse/f; not aliscerning the Lord's l)oa[y. % For this cause many are

weak and sicle/y among you, and many s/eep. ! For if we would /ua[ge ourselves,

we should not be jua’ged. 7

III. APPROACH GOD WITH A CONTRITE SPIRIT
A. A HEART OF CONTRITION (JAMES 4:9)

Psalm 30:5, “. . . weeping may endure ][or a nigllt, but joy cometh in the

. ”
morning.

Psalm 120:0, “He that goetl1 fortlz and weepetit, l)earing precious seed, shall

doubtless come again with rejoicing, Lringing his sheaves with him.”

11 Tfmotlzy 3:1-5, “! This know also, that in the last a’ays peri/ous times shall
come. 2 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
la/asplzemers, disobedient to parents, untlzan]efu/, unlro/y, 3 Without natural
aﬁ[ection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, Jespisers of those that

are good, 4 Traitors, lzeady, lligllmina’ec], lovers oy[p/easures more than lovers 0)[

God; ° Having a form ofgod/fness, but alenyfng the power tlzereof:‘ from such

”
turn away.

Psaln 42: 1, “As the hart pantetlr after the water l)rooles, so pantetlz my soul
after tlzee, O God.”

Ecclesiastes 3:1 & 4, “' To every tln'ng there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven . . . * A time to weep, and a time to /auglz; a time to

. ”
mourn, and a time to Jance;

B. A HEART OF HUMILITY (JAMES 4:10)




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Because Li][e is But a Vapor” (James 4:11-17)

Psa/m QOZO, “’TZJ@ alays OJ[OLH' Yyears are tlireescore Yyears and ten,' (171(27 l][Ly reason O][

strengtk tlzey be ][ourscore years, yel is their strengtjz labour and sorrow; ][or it is soon cut

Of]‘{ ana] we ﬂy away. "

INTRODUCTION: The Bible tells us that the average man lives to be about 70
years old. Tt may be that you live to be &0 or even 90 but the Psalm 90:10 tells us
that at that point our life will soon be cut off and we will ﬂy away.

Psalm Q0:12, “So teach us to number our cjays, that we may app/y our hearts unto

wisdom.”

I. BECAUSE LIFE IS A VAPOR, LET’S REFRAIN FROM EVIL
SPEAKING
A. GOSSIP IS EVIL SPEAKING (JAMES 4:11)

I Peter 4:8, “And above all tlzings have ][eruent c}zarity among yourse/ues: ][or clzaritg shall

cover the multitude o][sins. 7

There is an order in which the Bible tells us how to handle offenses:
1. First, we are to have the kind of love that covers the multitude of sins.

2. Second, if we can’t do that, we are to go to that person who has
offen(lecl us (Ma’cthew 18:15—19).

Matthew 18:15, “Moreover i][ tlzy brother shall trespass against tlzee, go and tell him his
][au/t between thee and him alone: iflze shall hear tlzee, thou hast gainea7 tlzy brother.”

3. Thirfl, we need to examine our own hearts.

Galatians 0:1, “Brethren, i][a man be overtaken in a ][au/t, ye which are spiritua/, restore
such an one in the spirit 0][ meckness; considering t}zyse/f, lest thou also be temptea’. "

“To speak evil a][a brother and to jualge a brother on the basis o][partia/ evidence and
prol?al)/y unkind motives is to sin against him and God.” — Warren Wiersbe.

B. GOD IS THE ONLY JUDGE (JAMES 4:12)

II. BECAUSE LIFE IS A VAPOR, LET’S RELINQUISH OUR PLANS
FOR GOD’S WILL
A. THE PLANS OF THE SELF-WILLED CHRISTIAN (JAMES 4:13)

B. THE PROBLEM OF THE FORGETFUL CHRISTIAN (4:14-15)

Proverbs 27:1, “Boast not tlzyse/][o][ to morrow; for thou knowest not what a Jay may
ering fortlz. "

Daniel 3:1@—18, «“lo Slzadracli, Meslzaclr, and AZJea]nego, answered and said to the ]eing,
O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not care][u/ to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us ][rom the Z)urning fiery ][urnace, and he will deliver

us out oj[tlzine hand, O Aing.w ut if not, be it known unto thee, O /eing, that we will not
serve tlzy gotz]s, nor worslzip the go/den image which thou hast set up.”

]017 1:21, “And saiaZ, Naked came I out ofmy mother's womly, and naked shall I return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the name o][ the
LORD.”

III. BECAUSE LIFE IS A VAPOR, LET’S REVIEW OUR LIFE
DECISIONS (JAMES 4:17)
A. WHAT DO I KNOW TO BE RIGHT?

B. WHAT DECISIONS HAVE I MADE IN THE PAST?

“Man proposes, but God (]isposes. " — Paul Clzappe//




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“The Wasting o][ Wealth” (James 5.']-@)

INTRODUCTION: In James chap’ter 4 we saw that God is giving cach and
everyone of usa warning about the Lrevi’cy of time (James 4:15). It’s easy for all of us
to waste time chasing after our own plans rather than allowing God to lead our lives.
So God reminded us in the last cllapter to 1zeep the proper priorities in this short life
we live. It can be a difficult task to maintain heavenly priorities in this ea.rthly life
but we must do it.

Now as we look into chapter 5, James is going to take this sulaject further lay
showing us the vanity and emptiness of the man who would be weal’chy in this world
and yet not 1iving for gotﬂy priorities. [t becomes a temptation for us to look at the
ungodly man who seems to have no cares and lots of money and wonder wlly we have
so little. So James is going to give us a reminder here that the grass is not always

greener on the other side.

“Sometimes the grass that seems greener on the other side is rea//y Just artlficial

”
turf: — unknown

I. THE WARNING TO THE WEALTHY (JAMES 5:1, 5)
A. RICHES CAN PRODUCE A FALSE ANTICIPATION IN LIFE
(JAMES 5:1)

B. RICHES CAN PRODUCE A FALSE VALUE SYSTEM IN LIFE
(JAMES 5:5)

1 Timotlzy 0:0-10, “° But goa’/iness with contentment is great gain. ” For we [Jmuglﬂ‘
notlzing into this world, and it is certain we can carry notlm’ng out. ¢ And Zzaving ][ooa] and
raiment let us be therewith content. ¢ But tliey that will be rich ][a// into temptation and a

snare, and into many ][oo/islz and Zzurt][u/ lusts, which drown men in destruction and

pera’ition. 19 For the love 0][ money is the root o][a// evil: which while some coveted a][ter,
tlley have erred][rom the faitlz, and piercea] themselves tlzrougll with many sorrows.”

II. TIHE WASTING OF THE WEALTH (JAMES 5:2-3)

A. WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS WILL CORRUPT (JAMES &:2)

B. WEALTH AND POSSESSIONS WILL TESTIFY AGAINST THE
CORRUPTED (JAMES 5:3)

“The last years o][our lives should be given into tlzouglzt o][lzow much we can give, not how

muclz we can keep. 7 Lelzman Strauss

folm 0:4, “I must work the works o][ln'm that sent me, while it is aiag: the niglzt Cometla,
when no man can work.”

III. THE WATCHMEN OF THE WEARY (JAMES 5:4)
A. THERE WERE THOSE WHO HAD NOT BEEN TAKEN CARE OF

B. THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN WHO KNOWS OUR NEEDS
(JAMES 5:4)

Psalm 34:15-1 g, “° The eyes of the LORD are upon the riglzfeous, and his ears are
open unto their cry. 10 The ][ace 0][ the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut 0]6[ the
remembrance o][ them ][rom the earth. ' The riglzteous cry, and the LORD lzearetlz, and

delivereth them out ofa// their troubles. ' The LORD is niglz unto them that are ofa
broken heart; and saveth such as be ofa contrite spirit. 10 Many are the aﬂ]ictions of the

riglzteous: but the LORD delivereth him out o][ them all.”




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“How to Wait ][or the Rapture” (James 5:7-11)

INTRODUCTION: The Book of James along with the Books of I & II Peter and
I, II & I John really revolve around the theme of prophecy and especially near the
end of those books. In fact, you will find that in a lot of the New Testament Books.
Jude, in his epistle, writes about the fact that we are to be faithful in 1ig}1’c of the soon
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Here in the Book of James we see this same

pattern as near the end we are given various admonitions in the ligl'l’c of the Return of

Jesus Christ.

Titus 2:13, “Looéfng ][or that blessed lzopc, and the g/orious appearing o][ the great God
and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”

James gives 3 examples to teacl'l us how we are to wait £or the rapture:

I. WE ARE TO BE WORKING LIKE A FARMER
A. A FARMER WORKS PATIENTLY (JAMES 5:7)

B. A FARMER WORKS DILIGENTLY (JAMES 5:8)

Colossians 2:0-7, “0 As ye have t]7ere][ore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in
him: 7 Rooted and built up in ln'm, and stablished in the rfaitlz, as ye have been tauglit,
aLouna’ing therein with tlmn]esgiving. "

11 Timotﬂzy 2:15, “Stuc]y to shew tlzyse/][approvea] unto Goc[, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, riglflt/y a’ividing the word o][ truth.”

C. A FARMER WORKS WITH MATURITY (JAMES 5:9)

Pln/ippians 3:12-13, “I? Not as tﬂzougk I had a/reac!y attained, either were a/)eac[y
perfect but I][o//ow a][ter 1][ that I may app;e/qena] tZzat][or which also I am apprelzenc[ea] 0][
Christ ]e<u< > Brethren, I count not myse/fto have apprelienc]ea]

II. WE ARE TO BE WITNESSING LIKE A PROPHET (JAMES 5:10)
A. THEY WITNESSED THROUGH THEIR SUFFERING (HEBREWS
11:32-40)

B. THEY WITNESSED THROUGH THEIR PATIENCE

III. WE ARE TO BE WAITING LIKE JOB (JAMES 5:11)
A. JOB WAITED WITH TRUST

]0[7 13:15, “leouglz he s/ay me, yet will I trust in him: but I will maintain mine own
ways Z)e][are him.”

B. JOB WAITED WITH HOPE

]017 42:12, “So the LORD blessed the latter end of]ol) more than his Z)eginning: ][or he
lzat]][aurteen thousand slzeep, and six thousand came/s, and a thousand ya]ee ofoxen, and

a tlmusanaZ S}l@ asses. "




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“The Golden Art 0][ Conversation” (James 5:12 & Matthew 5:33-37)

INTRODUCTION: There is a closer connection between James 5:12 and the
su]aject of the oppression of the hireling , already dealt with in this chapter, than one
migh’c think at first glance. James is instructing his readers that under the gaﬂing
pressure of injury and oppression one is tempted to the use of maleing unwise and
impure oa’chs, as an outlet, so James warns them of the error of this kind of ’chinleing.
The Christian life is not lived Ly maleing promises to God, but rather it is lived Ly
Lelieving on the promises He has made to us. It is important to notice that this verse
is merely an echo of words spoleen on the Mount Ly the illustrious Brother of James,
as recorded in Matthew 5:33-37. So James will once again deal with the recurring
suhject of our speech.

Proverb 25:11, “A woral][it/y spo]een is like app/es ofgo/ai in pictures ofsi/ver. "
I. PURE SPEECH (JAMES 5:12) “. . . swear not. . .”

Genesis 28:20-22, “ 20 Ana]]acola vowed a vow, saying, ]f God will be with me, and will

Ieeep me in this way that I go, and wi//give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, ' So

that I come again to my ][atlzer's house in peace; then shall the LORD be my God: % And
this stone, which I have set for a pf//ar, shall be God's house: and ofa// that thou shalt

give me I will sure/y give the tenth unto thee.”

Proverbs 20:25, “It is a snare to the man who devoureth that which is lzo/y, and a][ter

L . ”
vows to make enquiry.

]uc]ges 11:30, “% Anc!]eplztlzalz vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, ]f thou shalt
witlzout][ai/ deliver the children o][Ammon into mine hands, ' Then it shall be, that

whatsoever cometh fon‘lz of the doors ofmy house to meet me, when I return in peace )[rom

the children ofAmmon, shall sure/y be the LORD'S, and I will oﬁ[er it up for a burnt
oﬁ[ering. "

Hebrews 11:0, “But without faitlz it is impossi]a/e to p/ease him: for he that cometh to
God must belicve that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that c]f/igent/y seek him.”

II. PLAIN SPEECH (JAMES 5:12) “ .. let your yea be yea. ..”
A. INTEGRITY
B. UNADORNED

Matthew 0:5, “And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the lzypocrites are: ][or tlrey
love to pray stana]ing in the synagogues and in the corners o][ the streets, that tlzey may be
seen af men. Veri/y [ say unto you, T%ey have their reward.”

Luke 10:40-42, “ 0 But Martha was cumZJerea] a[oout much serving, and came to lrim,
and saia], Lora], dost thou not care that my sister hath /e][t me to serve alone? bid her
tlzere][ore that she lfle/p me. 1 Ana]]esus answereal ana7 saia’ unto lwr, Martlza, Martlza,
thou art Care][u/ and troubled about many tllings: *2 But one tlzing is neea]fu/: and Mary
hath chosen that gooa’ part, which shall not be taken away ][rom her.”

III. PROPER SPEECH
A. HOLY (JAMES 5:12) “ .. my brethren. . .”
B. FROM THE RIGHT SOURCE (MATTHEW 5:37) “. . . whatsoever is

more than these cometh o][eui/. 2

Luke 11:11-13, “ " I][a son shall ask bread o][any ofyou that is a ][atlzer, will he give
him a stone? or i][lze ask a ][islz, will he for a ﬁslz give him a serpent? 2 O iflze shall ask
an egg, will he o]§[er him a scorpion? 13 I][ye then, Zjeing evil, know how to give gooa’ giﬁs

unto your children: how much more shall your lzeaven/y Father give the Ho/y Spirit to
them that ask him?”

IV. PRECAUTIOUS SPEECH (JAMES 5:12) “lest ye fal/ into

. ”
condemnation.

Eplzesians 4:30, “And grieve not the lzo/y Spirit of God, wlzereloy ye are sealed unto the
c]ay o][ rea]emption. "




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Pray at All Times” (James 5:13-18)

I. PRAY WHEN AFFLICTED (JAMES 5:13)

Matthew 11:28-30, “%8 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are lleavy /acjen, and I will
give you rest. 29 Take my yo]ee upon you, and learn 0][ me; ][or I am meek and /ow/y n
heart: and ye slm//][ina] rest unto your souls. % For my yolee is easy, and my burden is

/ig/fzt. 7

Psalm 34:(), “This poor man criea], and the LORD heard Zzim, and saved him out o][a//
his troubles.”

II. PRAY WHEN SICK (JAMES 5:14-15)
A. THE METHOD (JAMES 5:14-15)
B. THE CONDITION (JAMES 5:16)

Matthew 5:23-24, “23 leerefore i][ thou Zyring tl7y gi][t to the a/tar, and there rememberest
that tfzy brother hath ouglit against tlzee,' 2 Leave there tfzy gi][t Zyefore the a/tar, and go
tlzy way; ]first be reconciled to tliy brother, and then come and o]§[er t/qy gift. "

ITI. PRAY WHEN THRIVING (JAMES 5:13)




JAMES, A MANUAL FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE
“Some C/osing TZzouglzts " (James 5:14-20)

INTRODUCTION: This passage has been the sui)ject of considerable controversy,
and is difficult to understand unless we ieeep in mind the speciai character of this
Epistie, as a last message to the twelve tribes before the cornpiete separation of
Christianity from Ju(iaism which the Epistie to the Hebrews insists upon. God, in
condescending grace, meets peopie where tiiey are, and this is a case in point. When
the twelve aposties went forth to the lost siieep of the house of Israei, tiiey anointed
the sick with oii, and God grante(i iieaiing in response to their faith.

Mark ():13, “And tlzcy cast out many a’evi/s, and anointed with oil many that were sic]e,
and healed them.”

I. GOD ANSWERS PRAYER FOR HEALING (JAMES 5:14-16)

It is important also to observe that two very different Greek words are used for “sick”

in this verse:

1. “Isany sick among you?” Here the word astheneo means “iii,” as with some
disease. (vs. 14)

2. When we read, “The prayer of faith shall save the sicie," the word kamno means
uweaie," or “exhausted.” (vs. 15)

I Peter ]:10—17, “10 Because it is written, Be ye Zzo/y,' ][or I am lzo/y. 7 And i][ye call on
the Father, who without respect of persons jua’getfz accoraling to every man's work, pass

the time ofyour sojourning here in ][ear: ”
II. GOD USES ORDINARY PEOPLE (JAMES 5:17-18)

“We are apt to think ofproplzets and other servants of God mentioned in Ho/y Writ as
men who were o][a c]i]%rent filaer than we are, but tlzey were all 0][ the same fami/y offrai'/

lzumanity, men of/i]ee passions with us, but men who dared to believe God and to give
Him fu// control of their lives.” — H. A. Ironside

III. GOD IS PLEASED WITH RESTORATION
A. THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ERRING BROTHER (JAMES 5:19)
B. THE SERIOUSNESS OF AN ERRING BROTHER (JAMES 5:20)
C. THE PERIL OF AN ERRING BROTHER (JAMES 5:20)
D. THE SALVATION OF AN ERRING BROTHER (JAMES 5:20)

I Peter 4:8, “And above all tlzings have ][ervem‘ clzarity among yourse/ves:
][or clzarity shall cover the multitude o][sins. !

Notes Or Additional Prayer Requests:
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